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BY ISAAC YANG
In December 2014, I went on a trip to RADION, located in Thailand. I wrote an article about my thoughts about it,
introducing the different programs that RADION has, and my thoughts about my experience there. To read what I
wrote, you can check out this link (https://www.alpha7.co/en/blog/%E2%80%9Cmake-differenceprogram%E2%80%9D-%E2%80%93-thailand).
That was a rather lengthy article, and I apologise to those who got bored while reading it. Having just come back from
another trip to Thailand in December 2015, this article will talk about what was different from my previous trips, and
some updates from the field. Indeed, every time I go there, although I expect that it will be similar to previous trips, I
am always refreshed and take away something new, that warms my heart!
For the benefit of those who did not read the previous article (which might be many since it was a year ago), allow me
to summarize what RADION does, and how I managed to go there.

RADION
“RADION is a Christian humanitarian relief and development organization that serves underprivileged and needy
communities in Thailand, with its work revolving around child education and development, community development
and disaster relief.” They have a couple of shelters in central Thailand and Chiang Mai, and work primarily among the
Hmong villagers, a community of 17,000 villagers who are plagued by issues such as domestic violence, drug and
sexual abuse, and neglect of children and elderly.
They recently launched their Dekthai (meaning Thai child) program in July, which extends their reach to more
children from the surrounding villages. They are also raising funds for Project Dreamcenter, “an education space for
children to learn and grow, a life-skill training centre to help families break out of poverty, and a safe community
node for victims and the needy to receive assistance.” There is $140,000 left to raise for the building. If you would like
to give to the project, please email isaac.yang@radion-international.org (mailto:isaac.yang@radioninternational.org).
Alpha7 grants its staff five days of paid leave each year to engage in community service projects. Thus, for the past
two years, I have taken the opportunity to volunteer with RADION, a charity close to my heart.
What was different in this trip
One thing that I appreciated about this trip was that it was less hectic, thus giving me more time to reflect on the year
and interact with the children. I remember that last year we had night activities like bringing the children to the
carnival and some other activities, which took some energy out of me. This year, I felt that we had more time to
ourselves during the day and night, good for team bonding and spending with the children.
Second, Christmas and New Year were bigger! While last year’s event included a performance by the children and a
lucky draw with about one hundred people, this year we had a bouncing castle and trampoline for the children, we
slaughtered a pig, and almost three hundred people came! Though it was a mad rush in terms of logistics, it was
really great to see so many villagers come and be touched by the event. We did not have a celebration for New Year
last year, as the children had to wake up early on 1 January for a train outing, but this year we had a full programme
with dance performances by the children, gift exchange, and attending a countdown party together!
A heart-warming experience
Finally, I would like to share a particular heart-warming experience that I had. During one of the nights, the children
were watching a movie. I noticed that one of the kids was rubbing her eyes and looking rather sad. After a short while,
she walked away sadly to her room. This child was born with a birth defect and her vision is severely impaired, only
able to see shapes of things and people.
Within me, my heart stirred, and I decided to follow her to the room to see how I could encourage her. While there, we
spent the next hour or so painting with watercolour. I held the colouring book close to her so that she could see, and
guided her as to the colour to paint for each object. My heart broke when I complimented her on her drawing, and she
refuted it by saying that the colours were out of the lines. This same girl did not want to go home to spend time with
her parents during the holidays as she did not want to be a burden to her family. Wow, so sensible yet so sad!
My takeaway
Helped by my slightly improved Thai, I could communicate a little more with the children, and could enter into
slightly deeper conversations with them, as opposed to the previous trips where I could only ask them what they
liked to do and eat.
I definitely have a long way to go in terms of communicating effectively with the children, but this trip was special in
that it gave me a glimpse into what the future could hold with the children.
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