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ABOUT US
Who We Are

What We Value

Overview

Radiating Mission

RADION International is a Christian relief and development
agency. RADION International is dedicated to serving
the most vulnerable and marginalised communities, by
empowering them to overcome poverty and oppression.

The significance of the name ‘RADION’ is central to all that
we do. It forms the very base from which our programmes
and projects are birthed. The common point that binds each
of our initiatives together.
RADION originates from two words, “radiating” and “mission”.

Name and Goal
RADION stands for Radiating Mission. It is our goal to radiate
love and care to the ones who need them most. Not only
through words but more importantly through practical actions.

Vision

Radiate (Verb)

To give off strongly.

Mission (Noun)

An important vocation or calling.

Together, the name defines our distinct call to rally people
to our cause, thereby becoming a catalyst for social change.
The mission is simple, saving and changing lives in the most
unreached of communities.

To be the catalyst for change within communities, transforming
broken lives so they can in turn touch others.

Every Life Matters
RADION’s motto is “Every Life Matters”.

Mission
To reach oppressed and needy communities through
practical actions, allowing our actions to stand as witness to
God’s love for the people.
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As work and projects on the frontlines expand, it is easy to
fall into the mould of measuring success in terms of massive
numbers of lives impacted.
Our motto serves as a humble reminder that the value of a
single life is indeed beyond measure. And as long as one life
remains in need, our work is not yet complete.
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DEAR FRIENDS,
RADION celebrated our 10th anniversary in 2017. And what a
year it was! We deepened our community outreach in Thailand
with several successful initiatives, made greater connections with
our donor base in Singapore, and most significantly, we were
able to expand our operations into new locations.
This is made possible because of you. We recognise that success
is founded on partnership. RADION would not have made it this
far if not for your support that has enabled the team to build up
our work in Thailand, and strengthen our base in Singapore. As a
result, we are now poised to enter new locations in Laos, and have
the opportunity to serve previously unreached communities.
Ultimately, RADION’s work is directed towards saving and
changing lives, and helping men, women, young and old
achieve their full potential. We want to see better educational
opportunities for boys and girls, step up our programmes to curb
drug abuse amongst youths, and to help find solutions to break
the vicious poverty cycle that afflicts families in rural communities.
This report underscores our commitment to our mission, and
highlights the tireless work of our field staff. It is also a reflection
of what your support this past year has translated into.
On behalf of the RADION Team, I invite you to continue
journeying with us in pushing the frontiers of change. Together,
we can usher in a new chapter marked by hope, mercy, and love
for communities who need them most.

—Mr. Alvin Ong, Chairperson of Radion International
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PUSHING FRONTIERS OF CHANGE
Asia is a unique place. It is home to more than half of the
world’s population, with 4 billion people. Within this vast
population are families, men, women and children - all with
hopes and dreams for their future.
However, the truth remains that Asia is also the place of the
greatest wealth divide; a place of contrast where the developed
and undeveloped world are right next to each other.
As the saying goes - “We are only as strong as our weakest
link”. This cannot be more accurate because our homes are
only as valuable as the neighbourhood they are in. Asia is our
neighbourhood, our home.
Over the next five years, RADION will gradually expand our
work beyond Singapore and Thailand. By replicating our
work across the region, we hope to pave new inroads so as
to inspire hope and bring sustainable impact to communities
that need our help.
As Singaporeans, we have made our mark as the financial
hub of Asia. But, there is much we could do to lend others a
helping hand. In the coming chapter, join us in pushing the
frontiers of change - to make us more than just a financial
centre, but a hub for societal good in our region!

—Mr. Eugene Wee, Executive Director of Radion International
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Eugene graduated with a BSc (Hons) Business Computing &
Information Technology from University of Wales (UK). He pursued
a career in the Singapore Ministry of Defence (MINDEF) for 6 years
and thereafter went into corporate training and consultancy. His
work with MINDEF earned him a commendation for life-saving,
and he was later also awarded the Good Service Medal.

Alvin Ong is a Digital Strategist at Cru Singapore, a non-profit
organisation where he is responsible for getting its central message
and resources noticed in an overloaded online world. As part of
his role in Cru Singapore, he is focused on improving the way
the organisation tells its story, and creating value for its audience
through relevant content.
Alvin holds a degree in Computer Engineering from Nanyang
Technological University, and is also a certified Birkman Consultant.
Mr. Alvin Ong
C H A IR P E R S ON

In his spare time, Alvin enjoys music, photography, and spending
time with his wife and their two boys.

Mr. Eugene Wee
F O U N DER AN D
EXECU T IVE
DIRECTO R

Eugene believes that money cannot buy happiness and that in his
little ways, he can make a difference. Eugene’s life took a change at the
age of 26, giving up a promising career to start RADION International,
to make a difference in the lives of marginalized communities.

Obtaining his degree from the University of Sydney, Joel further
completed his research and training as a Clinical Psychologist. He
worked for several years in a variety of psychiatric hospital and
community-based mental health settings.

Dr. Joel Yang
DIR E CTOR

Previously Head of Program for the Master of Counselling program
at the Singapore Institute of Management University, he is currently
a Psychologist with Yale-NUS College, National University of
Singapore. Joel also maintains a private psychology practice, Mind
what Matters.

Sonny has retired from the corporate world after 40 years in the
air-conditioning, refrigeration, material science and facilities
management fields. He spent 15 years of his life in regional
roles covering the Asia Pacific countries. Currently freelancing as
a consultant to keep abreast of the technologies and share his
knowledge and experience to the industry.

Joel is passionate in working towards destigmatising mental
illness and optimising psychological well-being. In his free time, he
indulges in coffee and swimming.
Mr. Sonny Chuah
Dr Boon is a member of the College of Family Physicians Singapore
and a Family Physician in private practice.

Dr. Boon Jiabin
DIR E CTOR
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He graduated with a Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of
Surgery (MBBS) and subsequently obtained his Graduate Diploma
in Family Medicine (GDFM) from the National University of
Singapore. Practicing with utmost dedication to his patients, Dr
Boon was awarded the Singhealth Best Junior Doctor Award. He is
convicted that prevention is better than cure, and seeks to serve as
an advocate for his patient’s well-being and health.
In his free time, Jiabin enjoys a strong cup of kopi-o kosong while
watching the world go by with his wife and his children in tow.

Eugene represents RADION International in the Economic & Social
Council (ECOSOC) United Nations’ central platform for reflection,
debate, and innovative thinking on sustainable development. He
is also a member of INSPIRIT, a community of young Singaporean
leaders that champion youth causes and advocate youth interest
on national issues.

DIRECTO R

A Mechanical Engineering graduate from Perth, Western Australia
he was active in the Overseas Christian Fellowship before returning
home after graduation. Started working in Malaysia in 1973 then to
Indonesia for a year before settling down in Singapore after getting
married to a fellow OCFer from Singapore.
Had been worshiping in Wesley Methodist Church since 1983
and served in the Local Church Executive Committee for 30 years,
serving as the Chairman, for the last 5 years before stepping down
in September 2017. He remains as a Steward in the Committee.
Other charitable activity is with Golden Years Fellowship (GYF)
operating an Eldercare Centre in Hougang which is now a tripartite
operation with St. Lukes Eldercare and Wesley Methodist Church.
He continues to chair the Management Committee as well as GYF.
A grandfather of four, he enjoys spending time with them aside
from his other hours spent either digging up the garden or the
golf course.
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Advisors
Ms Giam is a qualifed lawyer by training and has experience in
fund management, investments, legal, corporate governance,
compliance and regulatory issues. She is an Advocate & Solicitor
of the Supreme Court of Singapore and started her career in the
prestigious Singapore Legal Service.

Cheng Hai is the Managing Director of Zenith Intellutions Pte
Ltd, a specialist firm providing consultancy services for advanced
satellite, sensor and Internet of Things (IoT) technology.

Mr. Tan Cheng Hai
TECHNOLOGY
ADVISOR

Mr. Alvin Tay
M E DIA A DVIS OR

Cheng Hai previously served in Singapore’s Ministry of Defence
(MINDEF) for 30 years, holding senior appointments in strategic
planning, doctrine development and systems acquisitions. He also
held the appointment of Technology Domain Head and Programme
Manager in the Defence Research and Technology Office (DrTech)
in MINDEF that managed research & development of advanced
technological systems for the Singapore Armed Forces.

LEG AL ADVISO R

Cheng Hai also volunteers at the Singapore Boys’ Town Home and
the Ramakrishna Mission Singapore, helping disadvantaged youths
regain confidence, independence and empowering them towards
a meaningful employment. He also serves as member of executive
committee at Singapore Space & Technology Association (SSTA) as
treasurer and manages educational and technology development
programs using the facilities onboard the International Space
Station Japanese Experiment Module (a.k.a. Kibo).

Ms Giam has served as Director of several technology companies
as well as the SGX-listed Real Estate Investment Trusts. Ms Giam
was also the Director of the biotech company, Medlab Asia Pte
Limited, which was acquired by a local investment group from the
Singapore Ministry of Health. Medlab Asia Ltd owns the pathology
and laboratory company that has the second largest share of the
medical pathology market in Singapore.

Alvin Tay was the Editor of The Business Times, a financial
publication of Singapore Press Holdings, from 1 September 2002
to 1 December 2016. He then moved on to become the Managing
Editor of the English/Malay/Tamil Media Group before retiring on
28 February 2018.

Mr Foo is Senior Advisor to the Executive Chairman and Group
CEO of Hyflux Ltd. In this role, he continues to be responsible for
industry relations and business collaborations. In addition, he will
work on new technologies and other related areas.

Fresh out from the then University of Singapore in 1980, Alvin Tay
first joined The Business Times (BT) but left shortly after for a twoyear stint at a finance company. He rejoined BT in 1984 and was
appointed the Financial Editor in 1989 before assuming the post
of News Editor in 1992. In 1996, he was seconded to The Straits
Times as its Money Editor. He returned to BT as Deputy Editor in
1999 before assuming the appointment of BT Editor.
Alvin was also a board member of The Old Parliament House
Limited from 2003 to 2011. He chairs the Board of Trustees of
The Business Times Budding Artists Fund (BT BAF), which caters
to children and youths from low-income families. From 2012 to
2016, he was the co-chairman of ChildAid Singapore, an annual
charity concert that raises funds for BT BAF and The Straits Times
School Pocket Money Fund. He also sits on the Board of The RICE
Company Ltd, a not-for-profit organisation.
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Ms. Giam Lay Hoon

She has been in private legal practice in toptier law firms in Singapore,
in the areas of real estate, corporate law and retail and institutional
banking. Ms Giam has been the Company Secretary and inhouse
counsel of Temasek Holdings Pte Ltd and Senior Vice President of
Mapletree Investments Pte Ltd, and its group companies.

Ms Giam is also a personal investor in private innovative companies
involved in neuro feedback technology, entertainment and movies,
and data storage and technology.

Mr. Foo Hee Kiang
ST RAT EGY ADVISO R

Mr Foo is one of the pioneers who has contributed significantly to
Hyflux’s growth from a small enterprise to a global environmental
solutions provider. He has played a key role in many facets of the
company’s business, including its marketing and sales, engineering,
operations plus expansion and entry into the MENA market since
joining Hyflux in 1998. Prior to his current role, Mr Foo served as
Group Executive Vice President of Industry Relations & Commercial
Contracts on top of heading up the Quality, Environment, Health
and Safety Department.
Mr Foo is Vice President (General Affairs) of the Singapore Water
Association which aspires to play a role in efforts to proﬁle and
promote Singapore as a one-stop centre for all water-related
services and as a water technology hub. He oversees the
association’s communications and international relations.
Mr Foo holds a Bachelor of Engineering (Civil) from the National
University of Singapore.
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APR 2017

SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES
Songkran Trip

JAN 2017

Ushering In The New Year

FEB 2017

Our annual trip to celebrate the Thai
New Year together as a RADION
family! Staff bring all 42 children from
our rehabilitation centers out of a wet
and wild time. Next, we ran our first art
therapy programme for the younger
children from STREETKIDS! 1. The
programme is designed to promote
restoration from trauma and to boost
the child’s self esteem.

Together with the STREETKIDS! 2
and 3, the RADION team gathered
to countdown into 2017 as one big
family. There was no better place
to spend this festive occasion than
Central Festival Shopping Mall, where
the rest of Chiang Mai were excitedly
awaiting the midnight fireworks. This
occasion also rounded off our annual
Christmas and New Year fund-raising
trip for child sponsors. It is safe to say
that they had a blast!

M AY 2 0 1 7

RADION Gala Dinner
at Fairmont Hotel
RADION celebrated her 10th year
anniversary at Fairmont Hotel.
The Gala Dinner was not only
an opportunity to reflect on the
milestones we had surpassed to
get here, but it also rallied our key
supporters towards key goals for
the decade ahead!

Project Light
Medical Mission
Singaporean nurses and
doctors bring critical
healthcare and education
to villages in Northern
Thailand.

MAR 2017

Launch of
Village Caregiver Programme
This month boasts the launch of
an exciting new development for
our village outreach programme.
Community caregivers have been
recruited within each village
district to provide critically needy
families in their area with firstresponse aid in times of crises.

16

JUN 2017

Launch of DEKThai
A weekend education
programme to keep
needy children in school
and away from vices is
underway.
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JUN 2017

Received Groundbreaking
Operating Permit for Laos

JUL 2017

RADION has just received
some momentous news! Our
request to intake operations in
Laos has just been approved
by the Lao government. This
is the first open door to our
vision to expand projects into
our needy communities in the
ASEAN region.

SEP 2017

‘The Magic Coin Purse’
Book Launch
Local celebrity, Ms Vernetta Lopez,
launches an interactive book for
children and their parents to enjoy
together. The initiative aids the
local villagers, through giving
them and their families an income
to make ends meet and to put
their children in school.

HealthEx Medical
and Cru Outreach

NOV 2017

Singaporean medical students
and doctors studying in the United
Kingdom run a Cardio-Pulmonary
Resuscitation (CPR) & First Aid
workshop for local caregivers. This
is the third run for such a training
and the feedback from the locals
is just outstanding!

RADION Thanksgiving

AUG 2017

Mother’s Day Celebration
at Field Office
The field office is out to make
mother’s day special for the
community. The children from
STREETKIDS! 1 put on a performance
to thank their mothers. Next, each
mother and child goes out to
plant marigold flowers together.
It’s a beautiful bonding moment
promoting the importance of family
in the village.
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DEC 2017

A gathering to mobilize RADION’s
key donors and supporters. The
field team shared key updates
from the field and our directors
shared how the Singaporean
community can support RADION
in crossing the next frontier.

RADION Anti-Drug
Sports Competition
A worthy close for an extraordinary
year. RADION organizes its first
anti-drug campaign at her field
office and recently launched
DREAMCenter. The football
and dance competition invites
teams of village kids and youth,
and advocates against juvenile
substance abuse in the community.
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IMPACT METER 2017
Key Statistics from
1 January 2017 to 31 December 2017:

51 Community Education sessions conducted
Weekly
Community
Education

6 villagers on
community volunteer
caregiver programme

20 children-at-risk currently in primary education level
17 children-at-risk currently in secondary education level
STREETKIDS
Rehabilitation
Programme

4 youth-at-risk currently in tertiary education level
41 children from high-risk backgrounds reached and helped

Village Outreach
Programme

15 children from underprivileged families in Thailand
provided with weekend education and livelihood skills
training
DEKThai / DEKLao
Weekend Education
Programme

115 children being reached on a weekly basis through
educational programmes in Asia

First Aid and
Community Health
Training

2 Anti-Drug Community Development Sessions conducted
Community
Engagement
Programme (Anti-Drugs)
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238 people have been educated and reached through
community engagement events

11 villagers serve 24/7
as community firstresponders in the event
of emergencies and
urgent needs in the
community

Village Care
Sponsorship
Programme

18 critically-needy
villagers and their
families have benefitted

605 people have been treated through our medical relief
programmes
Medical Relief
Programmes

65 people have been put through first-aid training
60 educators, community leaders and teachers have been
equipped with medical and first aid skills

4,440 villagers provided with non-formal education and
livelihood skills

Livelihood Creation
Programme

300 school-going children/youth have been screened for
outstanding diseases and health conditions impairing their
ability to study

5 vulnerable womenfolk provided with jobs and income
channels

Total Lives Impacted in 2017

5,838
21

Did you know?
RADION started in
2007 from a humble
Internet Cafe outfit
with a lean staff team.
The very first Shophouse in the early years of Radion
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Chiang Mai
(HQ Office)

Projects:

STREETKIDS!
2
STREETKIDS!Phase
2
STREETKIDS!
3
STREETKIDS!Phase
3
Disaster
DisasterRelief
Relief

Lives Impacted
in 2017: 21

(5 communities safeguarded
in event of crisis)

Staff: 9
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STREETKIDS!
PHASE 2 AND 3

Meet Our Staff

2 Promote educational growth; leading the child to discover his/
her personal passions and interests, and motivating the child
towards pursuing a future in life.

As a youth counsellor in the STREETKIDS! Shelter, I look after the holistic
development progress of every child, ensuring that they are growing well in a safe
and trusting environment. Teenagers require a positive role model who is daring
enough to believe in them during their confusing search for personal identity; and
this is even more so for teenagers recovering from high-risk background.
Each child is tasked to help out in the house as a way to learn responsibility and
unity as a family. From the daily tasks of preparing for school on weekdays, to
planning and purchasing of weekly groceries, and bigger tasks of planning for an
excursion. With teenagers, it is about letting them trial and error while we mentor
and guide them along the learning journey of successes and failures.

Project Overview
1 Promote character development for every child; fostering the
child’s personal identity and equipping him/her with criticalthinking skills.

1 What is your role and what’s an average working day like in RADION?

Miss Tan Yu Lian

2 What inspired you to join RADION?
RADION never fails to go the distance for a single life that the society gives up on or
despises. It is the underlying reason and is still my motivating factor to find strength
and purpose whenever the work gets physically and emotionally draining.
3 Tell us a fun fact about yourself.
I’m always up for a new adventure and can be quite a risk taker, such as jumping off
a waterfall or going on unplanned mountain road-trip adventures. I guess this helps
me to stay relevant and exciting in relating to these teenagers under the shelter.

3 Promote social development; encouraging assimilation and
adaptation into an urban environment.

Te s t i m o n i a l s
Who We Are Serving
Children accepted into this programme are all from high-risk
backgrounds. These include drug abuse history, victims of
human trafficking, victims of domestic violence, involvement with
juvenile gangs and other high-risk factors. The second phase of
STREETKIDS! serves children and teenagers from 10 to 16 years
of age.

My sponsored child has been in RADION STREETKIDS! Programme since 5 years ago and I’ve seen how
the love of RADION has helped him grow. My hope for my sponsored child is to see him grow up knowing
that he is dearly loved; and created to love. Loved even when the world doesn’t make sense to him. Loved
even in the midst of sufferings. Loved even when he makes mistakes. To love even when he doesn’t get
reciprocated. To love even when it’s painful. To love because he is first loved.
— Ms Michelle Lee, 25, STREETKIDS! 2 Programme Child Sponsor

Key Statistics
The rehabilitation programme currently serves 21 youth
and teenagers.
30% of the kids are victims of domestic violence undergoing
rehabilitation.
35% of kids are undergoing rehabilitation for extreme neglect.
In 2017, 25% got promoted from Primary 6 to Secondary 1.
In 2017, 5% got promoted from lower to upper secondary.
The average Grade Point Average (GPA) of the kids is 2.96.
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Key Statistics
Population Size

DISASTER RELIEF

Khek Noi Village (Home base)

14,000

Huay Nam Khao Village

1,069

Project Overview

Huay Sai Village

1,188

1 Provide village communities within a 100-mile radius (from
RADION field office) with emergency assistance in times
of crises.

Baan Lom Kao Village

867

2 Provide these communities with regular medical care and relief
initiatives, especially villages that are located in hard-to-access
mountainous regions.

Baan Nam Kap Village

1,056

3 Progress from a model of providing relief to development, by
forging partnerships with local villagers and empowering them
to replicate key programs within their communities.

Baan Nam Juang Village

1,115

Baan Tuu Khor Village

1,217

Baan Kanok Ngaam Village

1,420

Baan Lao Lei Village

808

Baan Maai Village

856

Baan Puu Kat Village

589

Total population covered
(in times of crises)

24,185

Who We Are Serving
This is a map of the area of Communities and Villages covered
by RADION
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Petchabun
Phetchabun
(Field Office)

Projects:

STREETKIDS!
1
STREETKIDS! Phase
1
Community
Community Development
Development
Village
Village Care

Lives Impacted
2,499
in 2017: 1,530

(11 communities safeguarded
in event of crisis)

Staff: 8

30
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Meet Our Staff

1 What is your role and what’s an average working day like in RADION?
My role is provide care and support for the children under the STREETKIDS!
Rehabilitation Shelter 1 in the village.

STREETKIDS!
PHASE 1

On an average working day, I wake up at about 5am to get the kids ready for
school, chasing them to do their chores and to wash up. After sending the children
to school is when I spend my time in the field office, clearing administrative work
(preparing the children’s documents and records) and planning programmes for
the children. Finally, when the children get back home, it is all about tutoring them
and helping them with their homework.
2 What inspired you to join RADION?

Project Overview
1 Provide each child with a safe, protected environment where
he/she can receive the appropriate care and affection.
2 Develop the child’s behavior; instilling a sense of responsibility
and discipline.

A burden for children that come from backgrounds of trauma or families with
problems. I am from the Hmong hill-tribe myself and I grew up as a hill-tribal
woman. Therefore I resonate deeply with these kids and the issues they face in life.

Miss Mai Saelee

3 Tell us a fun fact about yourself.
I really dislike the water or any activities that require me to swim. But I especially
enjoy a challenge. So I love to spend my time engaging in activities that stretch me
a little or require me to pick up new skills.

3 Promoting educational growth; encouraging the child’s interest
and curiosity in learning.

Te s t i m o n i a l s
Who We Are Serving
Children accepted into this programme are all from high-risk
backgrounds. These include drug abuse history, victims of human
trafficking, victims of domestic violence, involvement with juvenile
gangs and other high-risk factors. The first phase of STREETKIDS!
serves children from 6 to 12 years of age.

While working with children-at-risk, I have learnt that the most important thing is understanding the child
and responding to each child in a loving and caring manner. Teaching the child to discern right and wrong
is one thing, but the challenge is doing it in a loving manner and ultimately assuring the child that we have
their best interests at heart. That requires skill and wisdom!
— Ms Mai Saelee, 38, Child Caregiver under STREETKIDS! Programme

I sometimes wonder why my parents had to get divorced and why my family had to break apart when I was
very young. But now that I am in the STREETKIDS! Programme, I have loving bigger brothers and sisters to
love and care for me, I have fun-loving friends (like me) and most importantly, I have a second-chance to
go to school and pursue my dreams. The opportunity has made my life better and I hope to achieve my
life’s ambition, to be a teacher for other needy children in the community.

Key Statistics

— Ms Rarintip Saelor, 12, Child beneficiary under STREETKIDS! 1 Programme

The rehabilitation programme currently serves 20 children-at-risk.
35% of the kids are victims of domestic violence undergoing
rehabilitation.
35% of kids are undergoing rehabilitation for extreme neglect.
5% of the kids are undergoing rehabilitation for involvement
with juvenile gangs and addictions.
In 2017, 2 children completed their first stage of rehabilitation
and were promoted to the second stage.
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If I have to describe in a word what it meant for me to be able to sponsor a child with Radion, the word would
be ‘privilege’. It’s been a privilege to witness Maisee (my sponsored child) grow in an environment of care,
love, and opportunities. With each opportunity that I get to interact with Maisee, either face to face during
the the ‘fun trips’ to Khek Noi or the Skype sessions, or even seeing her photos on Facebook, I’ve witnessed
her growing in age, in stature, in confidence and in her sense of self. In my otherwise finite love and finite
presence, I count it a great privilege to have a personal relationship with Maisee and be allowed entry to her
life. She is growing and shaped (by God) to be who He had intended for her to be. That is my joy.
— Ms Zoeleen Leow, 26, STREETKIDS! 1 Programme Child Sponsor
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMME
In 4 years, RADION has reduced
juvenile substance abuse rates
by more than half.

Today, 11.93% of village children
below the age of 16 have
experimented with drugs.

40% of women/girls in the
community become victims of
domestic violence.

Project Overview
1 Reduce domestic violence occurrence rates in the community
from 40% to 30% in the next 5 years
2 Reduce juvenile drug use rates in the community from 11.9% to 8%

Meet Our Staff

1 What is your role and what’s an average working day like in RADION?
I plan and execute all community development efforts in the village. This includes
drug advocacy programmes, sports competitions and weekend education
programmes for kids. On an average working day, I spend a lot of time in the office
planning and brainstorming programmes that genuinely value-add the community.
On weekends, it’s all about execution. I run the team conducting weekend education
activities for underprivileged children from the village.

3 Build resilience and children’s safety nets in local communities

2 What inspired you to join RADION?
I am a Hmong villager myself. For a long time, I observed that this organization
(RADION International) has been helping my community. I see this career as an
amazing opportunity because I have always wanted to build up and serve my own
community. I love aspects of the job like thinking of strategies to solve juvenile
substance abuse, reaching out to drug kids and finding ways to empower needy
families. It’s a challenge but I find the work extremely meaningful.

Who We Are Serving
Initiatives under RADION’s Community Development Program
(CDP) serves our primary beneficiary community of 14,000
indigenous villagers in Petchabun. This is the largest concentration
of Hmong hill-tribal people in Thailand. The community struggles
with poverty and a myriad of sociocultural problems, including
juvenile substance abuse and domestic violence. CDP sets out to
address these problems and lift villagers out of poverty.

Key Statistics

Mr Satawat Chaowiwat

3 Tell us a fun fact about yourself.
I love to fish in my free-time because it is an activity that requires a lot of endurance
and presence of mind. It is also what I do to relax after a hard day’s work!

Te s t i m o n i a l s

60 educators, community leaders and teachers have been
equipped with medical and first aid skills

I struggled to make ends meet and put food on the table for the children day to day. I have always dreamt
of using my skill in sewing as a means to earn an income. I love sewing, but there is seldom a market for my
products in the village. RADION has allowed me to use something I am passionate about to make a living
and provide for my children. I could not be happier.

2 anti-drug campaigns conducted

— Ms Yieng Saeher, 35, Beneficiary under Community Development Programme

65 people have been put through first-aid training

238 people educated and reached through community
engagement (anti-drug) events
51 weekend community education sessions conducted
4,440 villagers provided with non-formal education and livelihood
skills training through community education sessions
5 vulnerable womenfolk provided with jobs and income channels
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DEKThai Children’s Education Augmentation
2017 saw the launch of an exciting new project. After its pilot phase in 2016, the
DEKThai programme has finally been unveiled to the community.
The program was conceptualized after a community survey in 2015 revealed that
children from underprivileged families are most at risk to societal vices like gangs,
crime and drugs. To seriously stem the tide of domestic violence and drug cases,
projects would need to work with children from such backgrounds.
Moreover, intervention would need to shift from a responsive rehabilitation care
model towards a preventive care model, where staff are able to step in even before
the trauma occurs to the child.
Hence, DEKThai was born! The weekend education program targets children from
underprivileged families. The focus is simple - to promote education by keeping
children in school, while keeping them away from societal vices. We are excited to
see what impact this small step will have on the community!

Anti-Drug Sports Campaign
CAMPAIGN
STATISTICS

15
LIVES
REACHED
EVERY
WEEK

Another exciting step forward in the community development sphere was our first
official anti-drug campaign, conducted as year 2017 came to a close.
The campaign, held alongside Christmas and new year festivities, rallied village
children under the age of 16 for a football and dance competition, for boys and girls
respectively. Apart from encouraging healthy competition and a love for sports, the
campaign made a bold and clear stance denouncing drug and substance abuse in
the community.
The turnout was beyond what was expected. Guest-of-Honor, Mr Udom Nammeung,
Director of Strategic Division from the Office of the Narcotics Control Board (ONCB)
in Thailand, gave a stirring address calling the community to be more vigilant in
their efforts to reduce drug abuse in Thailand. Meanwhile, 8 teams of village boys
and 3 teams of girls fought it out on the field and on the stage in order to go home
with the grand prize.

CAMPAIGN
STATISTICS

198
LIVES
REACHED

The campaign is the first of many initiatives that will actively speak out against
societal vices in communities we serve.
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Embroidery Livelihood Project in partnership with RauLife
A third highlight is a project for the women. In September 2017, local celebrity, Ms
Vernetta Lopez, launched an interactive book entitled “The Magic Coin Purse - A
Story from the Hmong Hill Tribe”. The book is an interactive story for children and
their parents to enjoy together. It is the first publication of a five-book series that is
set to be released in the next few years.
More importantly, through the artisanal skills of the local women, readers get to
know more about the Hmong hill tribe’s traditional art and their individual life
stories. For the ladies in the village, the project not only gives them an alternate
source of income, but it also helps them to keep their young children (especially
girls) in school.
“The Magic Coin Purse” is the first collaboration of it’s kind in Singapore that
integrates child development, art and social awareness for the next generation.
Proceeds of each book goes towards RADION’s Community Development
Programme to empower womenfolk and keep hill-tribal girls in school.

CAMPAIGN
STATISTICS

5
WOMENFOLK
EMPOWERED

Te s t i m o n i a l s
I have always dreamt of using my skill in sewing as a means to earn an income. I love sewing, but there is
seldom a market for my products in the village. RADION has allowed me to use something I am passionate
about to make a living and provide for my children. I could not be happier.
— Ms Yieng Saeher, Beneficiary of Embroidery Livelihood Project
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Meet Our Staff

1 What is your role and what’s an average working day like in RADION?
I am the project-in-charge of our care and support programme for the critically
needy and vulnerable families in the community.

VILLAGE OUTREACH
PROGRAMME

My average working day starts with a few hours of manning our community
provision shop. This shop is a distribution node for the villagers and families
under our programme. Instead of constantly delivering standardized relief items
to them, we decided to let them come to us and select the items that they really
need! In the afternoons, I set out to visit the terminally ill or bed-ridden villagers in
the community. These villagers are too weak to walk and I have to make sure that
critical relief and medical care reaches them in their homes.

Project Overview
1 Provide social safety nets and emergency assistance for critically
needy and terminally ill families in times of crises.

2 What inspired you to join RADION?
I am a Hmong woman myself. I grew up in this community and have seen how
my fellow villagers have had to suffer in silence because of poverty and societal
problems. I love RADION’s belief that “every life matters”, even lives that society has
neglected and forgotten. I believe the elderly in this village really need our love
and care. This burden is why I choose to continue serving with RADION.

Miss Vanida Suebsakwong

2 Provide last-lap care for critically needy and terminally-ill
villagers.

3 Tell us a fun fact about yourself.
In my free time, I love to travel to new places and gain new experiences. Under
RADION, I have actually had the opportunity to visit countries like Laos, Japan and
Singapore. My experiences in these countries have taught me so much and I am
especially grateful to the organization for these trips.

Who We Are Serving

Te s t i m o n i a l s

Families or villagers under the programme are terminally ill,
physically disabled or critically needy. Most of these villagers are
elderly individuals living alone on the fringes of society, abandoned
by their relatives and loved ones.

Thank you RADION for supporting me with the monthly relief items. It has helped me greatly as I stay
alone with my physically disabled son, coupled along with my lack of hearing. I used to sew for a living
but I am an old lady now and no one wants to hire me. My son also recently lost his job. With the financial
assitance from the government, it is hardly sufficient to pay for the bills and household expenses. Because
of RADION’s monthly support, it has helped me greatly in making ends meet.
— Ms Yue Saelor, 60, Beneficiary under Village Outreach Programme

Key Statistics
6 community caregivers empowered to provide emergency
assistance in times of crises
18 destitute villagers and their families benefited from Village
Care Sponsorship Programme
605 villagers have been treated through our medical relief
programme
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Did you know?
About 90% of
RADION’s staff base
are made up of
locals. This is great
because we can
empower them to
take the lead while

A staff team photoshoot taken in 2016, consisting of
10 Thai staff and 2 Singaporean staff.

tapping on their local
expertise to find out
what is practical and
what is not.
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STORIES OF CHANGE
Fashioning Change

RADION: Tell us a little bit about your life before you encountered RADION.
I did a lot of sewing in my free time. Normally, I would spend my days working odd jobs, but these
did not provide enough income to support my four kids and 1 grandchild. I struggled to make ends
meet and put food on the table for the children day to day.
RADION: How has this initiative helped your everyday living?
I have always dreamt of using my skill in sewing as a means to earn an income. I love sewing, but
there is seldom a market for my products in the village. RADION has allowed me to use something I
am passionate about to make a living and provide for my children. I could not be happier.
RADION: So, what are you going to do with this extra income?

Ms. Yieng Saeher is 35 years old and is a survivor of domestic violence. Today, she is the
sole breadwinner for her family of four, after her husband passed away.
Yieng learnt the traditional art of sewing Hmong embroidery when she was just 7 from her
mother. To make ends meet and to put food on the table for her children, she takes oddjobs and sews in the evenings. But these avenues are unable to provide a stable income
for the family.
In 2017, in collaboration with RauLife, RADION started a livelihood programme for Yieng
and four other Hmong women. The initiative would tap on the sewing expertise of the
women, shipping their finished products to Singapore to be sold alongside a children’s
handicraft book entitled, “The Magic Coin Purse”.
Moreover, profits from the book sale are plowed back into RADION’s community
development efforts for women and as secondary income for these four Hmong women.
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This is the first of a five-book series to be released in Singapore. Read what she has to say.

Well, first and foremost, I think my home needs some urgent renovations. My roof is starting to
leak and without a kitchen, my family is forced to burn charcoal next to our bedsides. After doing
these things, the next thing I would channel my income towards would be ensuring that my children
continue going to school.
RADION: What’s your plan for the future?
I dream of one day opening up my own Hmong embroidery business.
RADION: And how can RADION support you further in reaching this outcome?
The organization can support me by grooming me to launch my own business as well as opening
opportunities for me to become financially independent.
RADION: There are many women in this village that are currently in your situation. What’s
something you would like to share with them?
I want them to use my experience as an encouragement. If we are willing to put in the effort to
change our circumstances, we can reach a brighter future. I also hope that one day I could maybe
find a platform to teach or share my experience with these women, so that they too may find a way
out of extreme poverty.
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The Girl Bent on Dreaming Bigger

You are the oldest kid in the STREETKIDS! programme. What is something you have learnt along
the way?
I have learnt so many valuable lessons through my 10 years with RADION. RADION has impacted
most significantly in encouraging me to dare to dream of a brighter, more promising future. They
(RADION) also helped me realize that with hard work and grit, it is possible to achieve this outcome.
My time with RADION also paved my way to reach tertiary education. Before encountering RADION,
I would never have thought that reaching this point would have been possible for my life.
What challenges and obstacles did you meet while living with RADION?
One of the biggest challenges was communal living. We had to live with so many other kids in the
same location. With our different personalities and character differences, it could sometimes get a
bit frustrating.
What kept you pressing on?
I constantly reflect on my family’s past and my own childhood. My dream is that I can one day help to
improve my family’s circumstances and alleviate the problems that they struggle with in the village.
This is what keeps me pressing on.
Now that you have graduated, what are your plans?
Many, many things! I hope to start a business and one day even start my own fashion design brand.
I also would like to teach my mother a little bit about fashion design and hopefully in the future, we
could open a shop together. This would give my mother a means to earn an income.
How would you, with your education, give back to your community?
Easy! With my education and qualifications, I hope to help create more jobs within my community,
especially for the underprivileged and neglected.

The second story of change originates from someone whom we saw grow up, from a
timid little girl to (now) a confident young woman. Jai has a beneficiary under RADION
International since 2009.

Jai is currently the oldest youth under RADION’s tri-phase STREETKIDS! Rehabilitation
Project. In RADION’s early years, Jai was among the first few children who came to our
(then) humble field office /internet café setup next to the village school. She asked if she
could stay with RADION because her mother was seldom at home to look after her and she
was often roaming the streets, looking for food. RADION eventually decided to bring Jai
onboard the programme because of the severe neglect she faced back at home.
Fast forward almost a decade, Jai has just graduated from vocational college and is
preparing to further her studies in her passion, Fashion Design! She dreams of one day
becoming a fashion designer and starting up her own brand!
Read what she has to say about her journey with RADION in this exclusive interview,
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(left) Jai in 2009, when she first entered the Radion STREETKIDS! Programme
(right) Jai in 2016, helping out at a Relief Operations under Radion
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
Consolidated Statement of Financial Position
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Allocated for Special Projects
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Furniture

Total Item
Assets
4

Q1
Allocated
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541,244.64
1,224,737.93

Item 5
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SUPPORT US
Apply Your Expertise and Time

Funding

There are two ways to support us in the year ahead.

Second, we have a number of projects that still require funding. One of our major

First, the work is great but the laborers are few. And so, if you are interested to apply your
expertise and time towards a good cause, the next section features our lineup of trip
opportunities for the first half of 2018.

fundraising targets for the next year is to generate enough funds to build a new
STREETKIDS! Shelter in Chiang Mai. The expanded facility will allow our team to provide
more dedicated care and support for our teenagers undergoing rehabilitation. Below
features the building project in detail and the amount that requires raising.

Here’s why our building
project for a larger second
STREETKIDS! shelter in Chiang
Mai is one of our major fundraising targets for 2018.
More kids are making the
leap up from Phase 1 to
2, creating more strain on
the limited facilities in our
current shelter
A more dedicated and
expansive facility will be
able to provide these
youth-at-risk with greater
care and security to
undergo rehabilitation

Here’s the parcel of land we are looking at
to start building
50

Join us in making this children’s
day extra special for RADION!
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Thank you.
TO
ALL
OUR
V O L U N T E E R S ,
DONORS
AND
S U P P O R T E R S
FOR
THE
YEAR
2 0 1 7 , thank you for your
consistent support. Your
generosity has truly made
each of these projects
(and their accompanying
results) a reality for the
lives that we serve!
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