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DIRECTOR’S PEN
BRIDGING THE DIVIDE

“The villagers should have known
better than to stay in these remote and
dangerous areas. They should have known
the risks and better prepared themselves.
Prevention is better than cure!”
said an elderly city-dweller standing on the piles of
charred debris and ash - all that remains of tribal homes
that had been devastated by forest fires.

While we continued the relief mission in Thailand rushing
relief and rebuilding materials to the villagers affected, I
cannot help but ponder about the words of this elderly
man and how privilege may have clouded us.

For many of us, access to preventive
knowledge is just a click of the mouse or
a tap on our smartphones. In a matter of
seconds we know if there was a disaster
or even a train disruption. In just moments,
we would be armed with the knowledge
necessary to take steps to minimize
disruptions to our lives.
But for the remote communities we serve, it is not so
straightforward. Some have never learnt to read. Without
the ability to read, all the vast resources on the internet;
such preventive knowledge and all the tools available
online to help the poor break out of poverty, will continue
to remain out of their reach.
A platform is needed to bridge the divide.
This is why we are building the DREAMCenter, a
community development and livelihood training center
that will put knowledge into the hands of the critically
needy; vital information that will avert crisis and lessons
that will help the poor break out of poverty. But we
cannot do it alone.

Do you know what
RADION stands for?
The name was birthed forth in 2007 when our founders
decided that debates,

forums and discourse
have a place, but what is critically needed
by the world is not more discussion but
practical action.

RADION is formed from the 1st three letters and

the last three letter of the words RADIATING MISSION,
encapsulating what we do best as an organisation - to
radiate love and care to the ones who need them most.

The building project is almost completed in Thailand and
we hope to raise the remaining SGD127,000 through
our fund raising dinner on 3rd June that promises a
meaningful and fun evening. You can join us by stepping
forward to sponsor a table and filling the seats with likeminded individuals.
I look forward to seeing you at the event and may our
collective actions pave a brighter future for the needy.
Your’s truly,

Mr Eugene Wee

Executive Director & Founder
RADION International
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STREETKIDS! BIG EVENT
SONGKRAN SPLASHDOWN
For each STREETKID! at RADION International,
the Songkran period can be likened to a huge family
reunion. It is the only time of the year when each
child from all three of our rehabilitation phases
comes together to celebrate the Thai New Year.
Imagine a double-decker bus full of 60

roaring

kids, teens and adults.
Amidst all the fun, it is also a time when we get
to take stock of how far each child has come
since they first walked through RADION’s doors.

Children that we found scavenging
through trash cans for food are now top
scorers in their classes. Lives that were
once ravaged by domestic violence now display
confidence and are taking the initiative to lead the
younger ones. Kids that once worried about just
having enough for their next meal, these same
children are aspiring to be the next teachers,
doctors, and pastors.

Many often ask what is RADION’s secret to our high
success rates in child rehabilitation. The simple
answer is this - EDUCATION and EXPOSURE.

EDUCATION & EXPOSURE
This is why experiences like Songkran are so important.

Beyond water fights, it is an opportunity
for each child to learn, and with this new
knowledge, make mindful decisions in life.
Over the Songkran festival, we brought the STREETKIDS!
to the night safari. At one of the animal shows, a tiger
hesitated for a moment, having to make a long leap to
grab a piece of meat. One of the littlest girls commented,
“The tiger won’t take the leap, its too high and the tiger
knows that it won’t make it.”
Often, this reflects the mind-set of village children. They
have been socialized to understand a traditional pattern
of life as the only way to make a living, because it is so
prevalent in their community.

Every Thai New Year, the younger Thais
will express their gratitude to the elders
who have been instrumental in their lives.
In return, the elders will pray a blessing
over the kids.

They become hesitant of take the precarious leap against
the grain of society, fearful of failing. As a result, most
decide to follow the tried-and-test path, ending their
education early either to get married or work in the fields.
RADION’s heartbeat is to change lives through education.
This is why we put so much money and time into
planning educational and exposure opportunities that
are fun and interactive for our children. Through putting
new experiences and knowledge in the hands of our
STREETKIDS!, we impart to them lessons and new ideas
that will eventually inspire them break out of poverty,
presenting greater opportunities for brighter futures.

The tiger eventually made that precarious jump,
reaching the meat to the loud applause of the
audience. The little girl watched in amazement.
Now, how beautiful would it be to see these
young lives take that momentous leap out of
poverty, reaching their dreams.
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DISASTER RELIEF

THROUGH THE EYES OF A STREETKID!
As the hot season in Thailand reaches its pinnacle,
the extreme heat has resulted in depleting water
reserves, blamed for sparking forest fires and
threatening the livelihoods of thousands of rural
farmers.

On 12 April 2016, a devastating forest fire broke out
in the remote village of Doi Maechana, burning

down 57 homes and displacing more
than 279 villagers.
In the aftermath of this disaster, RADION
International rallied a response team including
7 staff and 6 teens, from the STREETKIDS! 2
Programme, that voluntarily offered to join
hands to bring aid to the villagers affected.
Derh, one of the STREETKIDS! involved,
shares her insights and thoughts.

When

we entered the village, all I saw
was the remains of burnt homes and
structures. I could see that the families lived in
poverty. It was also not easy to reach the village,
which was situated very far from the nearest city and
among the peaks of a very mountainous region.
Roads were not easily traversed by vehicles.

As I served the villagers affected, I felt compassion for
them. I once thought that my own circumstances were the
most impoverished. But these villagers were not only poor,
they lacked so much more. Their

very homes and
schools had been razed to the ground.
I learnt that in this world, there will always be people that
are less-privileged than us. In the same way that I

have been given a second chance in life, I
am also reminded that it is my duty to
help those less privileged than
myself.
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DREAMS FULFILLED!
CLOSING IN ON A DREAM

The DREAMCenter is on the brink of completion!
The name “DREAMCenter” was first birthed
from an idea that a structure can become a symbol
of dreams in a community plagued by poverty and
violence.

We started off by helping the fish. The
next step is to find ways to cleanse the
water inhabited by the fish, only then will
they stop falling ill to disease and death.

Within the DREAMCenter, not only would villagers
learn to dream again, they would receive the
necessary skills and tools to attain those dreams.
We often talk about bringing change through our
STREETKIDS! and elderly care programs.
The truth is we only succeed in changing lives once
we address the bigger picture, social problems
such as domestic violence, drugs and poverty in
the community.

Here’s where the DREAMCenter makes a huge
difference. Through putting education and knowledge
in the hands of the locals, we are empowering the
villagers themselves to lift the community out of
poverty and related social problems.

Join us in making this final leap towards a
new chapter of hope for this community!
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TILL THEN...

www.radion-international.org
enquiries@radion-international.org
@radion.intl
facebook.com/radioninternational

